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to be, ſhall never want attentive and favourable Hear- 
ors; becauſe they know the manifold Deſects whereunto 
every lind of Regiment is ſubject; but the ſecret Lets 
and Difficulties which in Publick, Proceedings are innu- 


'E War goeth about to 10 fads a Multitude, 


merable and inevitable, they have not ordinarily the 
Judgment to conſider. And becauſe ſuch as openly re- 
prove ſuppeſed Diſorders of State, are taken for Prin- 
pal Friends to the common Benefit of all, and for Men 
that carry ſingular Freedom of Mind: Under this fair 
and plauſible Colour, whatſoever they utter paſſeth for 
good and current : That which wanteth in the Weight of 
their Speech, is ſupplied by the Aptneſs of Men's Minds 
to accept and believe it. Mhereùs on the other ſide, if 

ID A 2 we 


— 


that they are not ſo well. goxernel as they ougt 


_ Ts -« — 


— 


— _ 


we maintain Things that are eſtabliſhed, we have not 
only to ſtrive with a number of heavy Prejudices deep), 
rooted in the Hearts of Men, who think, that herein ut 
ſerve the Time, and ſpeal in favour of the preſent Stat, 
becauſe thereby we either hold or feek, Preferment ;. by: 
al I/o to bear ſuch Exceptions as Minds ſo averted before. 
hand uſually take againſt that which. thy are loath ſoul 
be poured into them. 


1 TIM. 
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I Exhort therefore, That firſt of all, Sup- 
plicaticns, Prayers , Interceſfions, and 
giving of Thanks, be made for all Men; 
for Kings, and all that are in Authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſtly: For 
this i good and acceptable in the fight of 
God our Saviour. | 


H A T Publick Bleſſings demand as Publick 
Acknowledgments, and more eſpecially 
that the greateſt of all Temporal Bleſſings, 
a moſt wiſe, and gentle, and Succeſsful Ad- 
miniſtration of one of the Beſt Govern- 
ments in the World, calls for our readieſt and devouteſt 


Praiſes to the Beneficent Diſpenſer of all Good, is what 


no one, I ſuppoſe, will Queſtion, who makes any Pre- 
tences either to Reaſon or Religion. That We of This 
Place are duly ſenſible of theſe Ineſtimable Bleſſings of 
God to us, our preſent Meeting together in the Houſe 
of God, to perform the Duty of This Day, is a ſuffi- 


cient Evidence: And in what Manner, and for what 
End this is to be done, the Apoſtle in the Text ſeems 
clearly enough to Inform us; in which we are ex- 


horted, To 


t—_— 
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To make Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, &C. 


The Scope and Occaſion of which Words ſeems to be 
this. St. Paul having in the Former Chapter of this Epi- 
file, ſhewn Timothy ſor what Reaſon he had left him at 

Hpheſus, when he went Himſelf into Macedonia; viz. 
That he might Preſide in, and take upon him the Charge 
of that Church the better to Support and Maintain in 
it the Pure, and Uncorrupted Doctrine of Chriſt, which 
Himſelf had planted there, in Oppoſition to the perverſe 
and miſchievous. Opinions, of the Judaizing Chriſtians, 
Having alſo declared and magnified the Mercy of God, 
to which he ow'd his Wonderful Converſion, and the 
Benefits of the Faith of Chriſt, which he charges Timo. 
h to Maintain, together with a Good Conſcience ; for 
making Shipwrack of which, he had deliver d over H. 
meneus and Alexander to Satan, Having made this Brief 
Introduction, he immediately . proceeds to the laying 
down ſuch Rules and Precepts as might be of moſt Sig- 
nal Uſe to this firſt Biſhop of the Church of no in 


'the Diſcharge of his Important Office. Among theſe, 

as the Words of my Text may well Deſerve, they 

are accordingly Allow'd the firſt place. In them arc 

contain'd, n e! 
I. The Duty of Good Chriſtians and Good Subjects, 
to Princes, and all that are in Authority. 

II. The End for which this Duty is enjoin'd, and the 
Benefits that attend a Due Diſcharge of it. 
III. The Motives that Chriſtians, and We of This 
Nation in Particular, have to a ready and chearſul 

performance of it. 1 % 99 OT ei fille bn 
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1. 1 am to ſhew, That according to the Precept of the 


Apoſtle, 'tis the Duty of Good Chriſtians and Good Sub- 
jects, to make Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and g¹— 
ving of Thanks, for Princes, and. all that are in Autho- 


rity» 


Theſe ſeveral Words of the Apoſtle, contain the ſe- 
veral Acts and Offices of thoſe that Meet together in 
the Congregation , for the Publick Worſhip of God. 
Then 'tis that we are to offer up to the Throne of 
Grace, Supplications for Averting . ſuch Judgments as 
we Feel or Fear ; Prayers for ſuch Bleſſings as we ſtand 
in Need of ; Interceſſions for the Bleſſings and Mercies 
of God upon all the Sons of Men ; and Thankſgivings 
for the Benefits we have Receiv'd and Enjoy. Theſe are 
our Conſtant and Daily Duties, when we Meet together 
in the Preſence and Houſe of God. . 

And from hence we may Learn what ought to be our 
Employment upon this Day's Solemnity, ſet apart as a 
Day of Joy and Thankfulneſs for the Goodneſs of God 
to us in Advancing our moſt Gracious and Excellent 
Queen to the Throne of Her Royal Anceſtors ; vir. 
That 'tis our Duty, at This Time more eſpecially, to Be- 
ſeech Almighty God to Defend, Her from Injury and 
Violence; to Remove far from Her the Jealouſies and 
Seditions of Turbulent, and Unreaſonable Men ; to De- 
teat the Deſigns and Break the Powers of Her Enemies 


that would diſturb Her Quiet or ſeek Her Ruin; to Pray 


that God would pour down his Bleſſings upon Her, and 
grant Succeſs to all Her great and good Deſigns, and 
that She may conſtantly enjoy the Bleſſed Fruits of them 
both Here and Hereafter : And laſtly, with Hearts full 
F032 1 \ of 
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of Joy and Thankfulneſs, to magnify the Divine Good. 

neſs for the great and conſtant Bleſſings of Her Reign 
to which we, are ſo much Oblig d for our preſent Happi- 
neſs and future Hopes, in relation to the Welfare both of 
Church and State, | | *Y 
Now the Reaſons of our conſtant Obligation to theſe 
Duties of Religion and Loyalty, ( tho' upon This: Day 
more eſpecially ) are Many and Various, too many in- 
deed to be particularly inſiſted on; and therefore I ſhall 
only lay before you ſuch as ſeem to be of the Greateſt 
Importance. . Fe 


r. The firſt of which is, The Inſeparable Relation be- 
tween the Welfare and Happineſs of Prince and People, 


Whoever will take the pains, to reflect upon the State 
and Condition of Things in this World, and conſider 
how much a ſtronger Influence- Men's Paſſions have 
over them than their Reaſon, may ſoon be Convinc'd 
of the Neceſſity of Government to the Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of Human Society. We may perceive by the In- 
juſtice and; Wickedneſs that is done every day, in De- 
fiance of Law and Puniſhment, what Mankind would 
be, if theſe Reſtraints were taken off from them, and 
Will and Pleaſure were the ſole Principle of every Man's 
Actions. Tis a Complaint as well-grounded as Ancient, 
that the Majority are Bad; and what a diſinal State of 
Things. would there be,' were Men Allow'd to deal 
with one another like Beaſts of Prey; where the moſt 
harmleſs and innocent People would be exactly in the 
_ Cafe of Wicked Cain, and have juſt Reaſon to Fear, hat 
every one that met them would ſlay them 2 
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Neither is the Caſe much better, when the Founda- 
tons of a Government are Weaken d by a Nation's run- 
ing from a Regular Frame, and a Legal Adminiſtrati- 
o, into Anarchy and Confuſion ; when a Juſt and Good 
prince is thrown from his Seat of Authority, by a Diſ- 
late and Giddy Multitude, or Cruſhed by a Foreign 
Power. ; 

If ina Civil Commotion, a prevailing Party of Re- 
bels Subdue and give Laws to their own Legiſlators, 
ach an Unnatural Change can't be managed and brought 
bout, without filling every Corner of a Nation with 
Blood and Slaughter. At ſuch Times of Licentiouſneſs 
13 theſe, Brother and Brother, Father and Son, meet to 
heath their Swords in each others Bowels ; Private Men 
ire turn'd out of their Juſt Poſſeſſions; their Perſons aro 
expoſed to the Rage and Malice of every Incenſed Neigh- 
bour or Zealot ; no Man's Innocence or Piety will Pro- 
ect him, when the private Intereſt of the Prevailing Sido 
bath Doom'd him to Deſtruction. . 

In a Kingdom where nothing but Arms and Armies 
re to be ſeen Struggling, on the One Side to Support, 
on the Other to Overturn the State; the Still Voice of 
tie Laws cannot be heard amidſt the Din of War; few. 
ve at Leiſure to Adminiſter, and fewer to Obey them. 
do that the moſt Finiſh'd Villains will not only eſcape: 
Unpuniſh'd, but perhaps be Rewarded, by ſuch as think: 
or find them Uſeful to the Execution of their Deſigns. 
lt was when there was no King in 1ſrael, that every one 
4d what was Right in his Own eyes: And what is like- 


ly to ſeem Right in the Eyes of Men, at ſuch Times of 
Licentiouſneſs, we may Judge; from the Houſe of Gods, 
and the /zo/atrous Worſhip ſet up by Micah ; from the 
Danites robbing him of his Images, to ſet up the ſame 

Idolatry 
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N Tdolatry at Lai; and the Barbarous Villany of the B. 
jamites of Gibeah to the Levite's Concubtne, in Which / 


than a Hundred 'Thouſand-{/rae/7res. 


Private Reſentment and Intereſt mixing with Pretence 


Judges 27. 
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their Whole Tribe defended them: This ended in 
Bloody War, and the Deſtruction of, ennie, mo 


It hath been Juſtly Obſerv'd, That Civil Wars 1 
generally more Bloody 68 Cruel than Foreign; becau 


or miſtaken Notions of Publick Good, hurry Men on Bo 
ly to the moſt. Barbarous and Savage Actions: and, (2 
in the Lare Miſerable Times of our Unnatural Rebellion 
the gilded Pretences of Reformation, Liberty and Pre 
perty, make People as Eager and Forward to thed Blood 
as if they could not go to Heaven without Ccommittin 
Murther by the Way. _ 
And tho the Excellent Prince, that Govern'd at that 
time, drank deepeſt of the Bitter Cup of Affliction; ; yet 
it will eaſily be an d, that Theſe Poor Nations had 
very large Share in the Common Calamity and Deſolat 
on; for then (as at all other times of the Like Cont 
ſton) as Sacrilege and Prophaneneſs invade the Church 
ſo Injuſtice and Violence, and all the Direful Effects of 
Rampant and Unreſtrain d Wickedneſs, turn a Land, that 
was before as:the Garden of Eulen, into a Deſolate Wildt. 
e{s:3 drive Peace and Security far from our Habitations, WM Gr 
and make Men iſh for, and Chuſe Death en moſt 
rather than Life. © «171 Prof 
Neither can we. imagine the State and Condition of a Bleſs 
Nation to be much better, if a Foreign Enemy ſhould Ml and 
Subdue, and Arbitrarily give Law to it; nay, in many Il plea 
reſpects, the Conſequences of a Foreign Conqueſt may WI ly, 
be much more Dreadful and Calamitous. ſracl wept I enjo 
— lamented for the Deſolations of their Brother Ben- the 
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nin: And in Civil Diſſentions, tho the Strife, while - 
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it laſts, be Fatal and Bloody, yet Men will at laſt be- 
» Mmoolhink themſelves of A44zer's Queſtion, Sal the. Sword 
, trour for ever > And confider what Bitterneſs it will 2 San, a. 
ars ring in the end. The Ties of Blood, and National So- 
ecauliſiety and Intereſt, will probably work ſome Tender Sen- 
tencefliments; to Cloſe-up and Heal the Wounds of Diſcord 
n Bold Hoſtility ; and they whoſe too active Induſtry at 
ic (d fomented and carried on the Treacherous Miſchict, 
Ilion may return to a Better Mind, and put a helping Hand 
d Pro the Quenching that Devouring Flame which they 
Blood formerly Kindled. But the Cafe is far otherwiſe, when 


Nation lies at the Mercy of Strangers; for then Reli- 
gion, Liberty, Poſſeſſions, all that is Dear and Uſeful, 


it tha s made a Prey to the Unrelenting Boundleſs Will of an 
5; eg nulting Conqueror, who will Tyranize, Opprels, or 
had WM Murder, perhaps, purely to ſhew his Power, and make 
{olati the extremeſt Miſeries of his Vaſſals, his Pleaſure and 
-oniu Diverſion. Some, indeed, may Treacherouſly Buy their 
urch Peace at the Price of their Neighbours and their Coun- 
ts oft ey's Ruin; but the Generality muſt wear the galling 
that how Yoak of Oppreſſion, and that Complication. of aft 
Hder- karthly Miſeries, Sabjection to a Foreign Enemy, 
100% Great Reaſon have We therefore, to offer up our 


moſt ardent Prayers to God, for the Peace, Welfare and 
Proſperity of our Excellent Queen and Government. To 
bleſs his Name for the Happineſs we Enjoy under Her, 


ould I and for that remarkable Succeſs, with which he has been 
aan pleaſed! to Adorn and Crown Her Reign. And certain- 
may il iy, if ie were a Religions Duty to the Fews, expreſly 
Vcpt ¶ enjoin d them by the Prophet, to ſeek, and pray for 
Ben- the Peace of the State, by which they were led Cap- 
nun: dive; tis much more Out Concern to do fo, Becauſe 

| B 2 in 
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in the Peace of That We are only to expect Peace on 
eyes. F | 


2. Another Reaſon why we are Obliged to offer yr 
our Prayers and Thankſgivings to the Almighty fe 
thoſe that are in Authority, is out of a due Senſe' 0 


Gratitude for the many Bleſſings we Enjoy by the 
Means. 


The Weight of Government, and the Troubles tha: 
attend ſo exalted a Station as that of a Prince, are mor 
than can be eaſily Imagined : No conſidering Man there. 
fore can perſuade himſelf, that the State and Grandeur 
of Sovereign Power is an Equivalent for the Troubl: 
and Toll in which it involves thoſe who are Inveſte 
with it. When a Prince is truly Zealous and Watchful 
tor the Publick Good, he will find but little Satisfaction 
ttending his High Office, beſides what flows from his 
Suverior Power and Capacity of Doing Good. This 
will eaſily, appear, from conſidering the Multiplicity 
and Perplexity of the Affairs that demand the Attention 
and beſt Abilities of thoſe that ſit at the Helm of 1 
Great Nation; and even tho' all the ſeveral Members 
of it, in their Reſpective Stations, ſhould make it their 
Buſineſs to promote the. Publick Good, and make thc 
Weight of Government . fit as eaſy. as poſſible. But 
when on the contraty, new and numberleſs Perplexities 
ariſe, from the different and oppoſite Inclinations, Vi- 
ces, Intereſts, Follies, and Perverſeneſs of a Divided and 
Headſtrong People, how much Weight do all theſe add, 
to the neceſſary Cares of thoſe in Authority:? Seeing 
they are to Curb or Gratify ſuch Unquiet Spirits, and 
direct their Forces all to one End, or at leaſt 1 * 
them 
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them from running Counter to it. Open Enemies a- 
broad, and ſecret ones at home, muſt be carefully Ob- 
ſerved, and vigorouſly Reliſted, when occaſion ſerves. 
And when prudent Husbanding the Publick Treaſure 
diſobliges thoſe who expect to be Gainers by the Boun- 
ty of Princes, or a liberal Diſtribution to the Well-de- 
ſerving, raiſes Murmurs at their Profuſeneſs, ( and yet 
both theſe ſorts of Complaints muſt be warded againſt, 
by Princes that would not wear Crowns of Thorns ) 
tis no Wonder if after all imaginable Caution, reſtleſs, 
difcontented , and mercenary Men, ſtill find or raiſe 
Matter of Blame and Murmuring. The Myltitude al- 
ſo, ſet on by Men of deeper and worſe Deſigns, will 
be apt to Complain as loudly upon the leaſt IIl Succels, 
as the greateſt Miſmanagement. And when thoſe that 
are juſt wiſe enough to diſcern the Manifold Detects of 


Government, but want either Skill or Attention to Ob- 
ſerve the innumerable and unavoidable Difficulties and 
Obſtructions of Publick Buſineſs, will give themſelves 


a Liberty of Exclaiming upon every Suppoſed De- 
ket, Miſmanagement , or Misfortune, they can ne- 
ver be Satisfied with any Government, nor Grateful 
2 that procure them the Greateſt Temporal Bleſ- 
ings. | 
For it is to our Governors, to whom many are ſo 
Troubleſome and Ill-natur'd, that we owe our Quiet, 
Plenty, and-Security. Theſe Bleſſings, like thoſe of the 
Sun and Air, how great ſoever they be, are the leſs 
valued for their being common and univerſal. And 
yet were it not for a Conſtitution adminiſtred with 
Wiſdom, Steadineſs, and Refolution, the Security of 
our Liberties, Religion, and our very Lives, would lye 
at the Mercy of every one that was ſtronger 23 
elves. 
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ſelves. To the fame Cauſe we muſt aſcribe our Safety 
from Foreign Enemies, and unjuft Neighbours. And 
were we depriv'd of this moſt valuable Gift of Hea- 
ven, it would be our Wiſeſt Courſe to retire from 2 
Lawleſs Human Society , and ſeek à quieter Abode, a 
fater Shelter from Injury and Oppreſfion, in Woods and 
Deſarts, in the Dens and Caves ef Wild Beafts, and a- 
bandon all the Comforts of Life, to preferve Life it 
ſelf, So different is our Condition under a juſt Govern. 
ment, from what it would be without it: And I leaveit 
to any one to judge, how much Happier we now are, 
when every one may fit down Securely, and enjoy the 
Fruit of his Labours, under his own Vine and under his own 
Fietree, than we ſhould be in ſuch a forlorn Condition of 
Fear, and Miſery, and Want. 7 S499 ITY 
If therefore we have any juſt Notions of the mighty 
Benefits we Enjoy; if we own we have any Oblipati- 
ons to that Sovereign, on whom the quiet Poſſeſſion 
and Enjoyment of all the Comforts and Neceſſaries of 
Life do, in a great meafure, Depend ; if we can think 

j any Returns of Gratitude are due to our greateſt Bene- 
| factors, (and ſure none are greater than theſe Vicege- 
[ rents of the Almighty but Himſelf;) Then muſt we al- 
ſo Confeſs, tis our Duty to Praiſe and Magnify the Di- 
vine Goodneſs, for giving us Governors to watch over 
us for our Good, and offer up our Prayers to God for 
4 Bleſſing upon Thoſe by whoſe' Hands he beſtows upon 
0 us ſo many Effects of his Goodneſs. Nay, even Op- 
preſſive, Perſecuting, and Infidel Princes have a Right 
to this Tribute of our Prayers. How much more 
then, thoſe that are Good? Who (according to their 
Duty) Attend conſtantly upon this very thing, viz: to ma- 
nage the Sword of Juſtice, for the Puniſhment of 5 0 

a oers, 
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err, and the Pose nnd 1 Protection of ' them that h 
well. 


Several other Reaſons, obliging to the Performance of 
this Duty, might be Inſiſted on. As, 

That tis the Only Return we can make our Governors 
for their Care and Vigilance. 

That we may thereby procure them the Divine Aſſi- 

ſtance, to enable them with Greater Sufficiency to Diſ- 
charge their Weighty and Important Truſt, and take the 
beſt way to ſecure Succeſs to them, and Happineſs to 
our lelves. 
* Thus Piety and Gratitude, a due Senſe of our Own 
and the Publick Good , the expreſs Commands of God 
in. Scripture, and the Deſire that every one has, to 
Partake of thoſe great Advantages which a Wiſe, and 
Juſt, and Proſperous Government procures to a Na- 
tion that is Bleſſed with it: All theſe Conſiderati- 
ons concur in preſſing upon us the Performance of 
this neceſſary Duty with a chearful and fervent De- 
votion. | 


II. And as a farther Motive yet to a Conſcientious 
Diſcharge of it; Let us conſider , Secondly, The End 
for which St. Pa! Exhorts us to Sapplicats, pray „and 
give Thanks, for Kings, and all that are in Authority; 
viz. That we may lead a Quiet and Peaceable Life in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


If a due Perſoemance of this Holy Duty be attend- 
ed with ſuch happy Conſequences , This alone will ſut- 
ficiently recommend it to our · Approbation and Choice: 
For a Quiet and Peaceable Life is, or Ought to be, = 

Deſire 
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Deſire and Endeavour of all Good Men: And all Na- 7 th 
tions Do, or at leaſt Pretend, to make War for this "heſe 
very End and Purpoſe : And none, ſure, who Profeſs the Prot 
Name of Chriſt, will own that tis not their ſincereſt i Ri 
Wiſh to live i» al Gedlineſs and 'Honefty. Theſe taken Care 
together therefore, Comprehend the Happineſs bot: Supp 
of This Life and a Better; and what greater Encou- culia 
ragement to the Diſcharge of this Duty can we ex- chem 
pect, than the Propoſal of ſuch Advantageous Hopes of 8 
from it 2 . Whe: 
We have already Obferv'd, the cloſe Connexion of ough 
the Proſperity and Intereſts of Princes and their Peo- their 
ple, and how certainly the Calamities, Diſtractions, and for t 
Diſtreſſes of the one, fall Heavy upon the other; from Pray 
whence 'tis eaſy to Conclude, that whatever we can over 
do for the Advancement of Their Happineſs, does at right 
the ſame time moſt Effectually promote our Own. Thus, gilar 
if we by our Prayers can engage Heaven in their Fa- him 
vour, and by that means procure their Peace and Secu- and 
rity at Home, and Succeſs and Victory Abroad: Tis Neis 
| too plain to need a Proof, that we our ſelves ſhall pro- a ca 
; bably reap the Good Fruits of them. But if, on the If 
| contrary, our Armies fly before their Enemies, or Civil thin 


Diſſenſions embroil our State, can We reaſonably hope ſperc 
to avoid the Common Danger, or enjoy Repoſe and 
Safety, when theſe are Strangers to our Land? Befides vers 
this, as thoſe who together with a modeſt” Submiſſion | 
to Authority, make it part of their avowed Profeſſion vere 
and Practice to pray Conſtantly and Heartily for the Hig] 
Prince and his Government, mult be allow'd to be the 
beſt Subjects, and moſt deſerving of their Protection; grea 
fo will they be ready to apply St. Peter's Words to doul 
themſelves, and be Aſſured, that no.one will harm them, Pray 
| 7 
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if they be followers of that which is Good. Such Men as 
theſe, even an Ill Prince would think it his Intereſt to 
protect as his beſt Friends; and how much more would 
a Righteous Governor watch over them with a Tender 
Cares Their Prayers he would look upon as his beſt 
Support and firmeſt Guard, and cheriſh them as - his Pe- 
culiar Charge : Their very Innocence would Entitle 
them to Security, and it would be looked upon as a kind 
of Sacrilege to rob them of their. Peace and Quiet. 
Whereas the more Meddling and Turbulent would and 
ought to be Governed with a Stricter Hand, and loſe 
their own Peace, becauſe they would not ſtudy and Pray 
for that of the Publick. Thus if the effeQtual fervent 
Prayers of a Righteous Nation prevail with God to ſet 
over them a Proſperous and Victorious, a Wiſe and Up- 
right Ruler, who will Provide and make Choice of Vi- 
gilant, Able, and Skilful Miniſters, to Govern under 
him, that Nation will ſoon , for its Security, Peace 
and Proſperity , be the Wonder and Envy of all its 
Neighbours ; and happy are the People that are in ſuch 
If therefore we allow that our Prayers contribute any 
thing towards the rendring our Governors Good and Pro- 
ſperous: If we really believe that the hearts of Kings are Prov. xr, v.i. | 
nd in the hands of God, and that he can turn them as the ri- 
4 vers of wuter, whitherſoe der he will. If we be perſua- 
"0 ded that he gives Victory, Wiſdom, and Strength to So- 
1 vereign Powers, arid enables them to execute their 
1c High Office, to his Glory, and the Good of their Peo- 
1c ple. If we think it our Duty to return Thanks for the 
1; greateſt Earthly Bleſſings (for Good Princes are un- 
to doubtedly ſuch), Let us accordingly offer up our 
„ Prayers and Thankſgivings, and chearfully _— the 

TO C uiet 


— id 


— 


Quiet are ſo well fit | 
Procure and Promote. 0 | n may be 
5 "MF 1 4 Muli a 

2. As they are alſo, Secondly, the Advancement of Re. Hou 


to Ado 
Peace 7 


gb 4] e ces of 
Tis true, Temporal Eaſe and Proſperity may w main p 
another way with Men of Corrupt 2nd Didolote Mind, lerity; 
and they do too often produce Security, Licentiouſneſs Nuted 
and Irreligion: But as to thoſe who are Well. diſpoſed, hurc 
tis plain, that a calm and peaceable State of Things yell tc 
leaves them more at | Leiſure to attend the Service of MY * 
God, and the Good of their Souls, and they may ſerve to Got 
the Lord with leſs Diſtraction. For when Men are for. dncer 
ced to fly from Place to Place to ſecure, their Lives, and dvar 
leave all;to. the unjuſt Violence of Oppreſſors, for their 7 9 


ligion among us, and the Hopes of N 
| e Hopes of Eternal Happin 
the Life to come. F f ppineſs in 


1 
me 


own ' Preſervation ;; When they muſt employ al 1 Negeff 
Care and Caution to 4 Ruin = . Law | 
and their Families, in Times of War and Tumults ; ſuch Mn 
Hardſhips as theſe, put them, in a great meaſure, out I, r 
of;.a Capacity of diſcharging the- Offices of Rel igion [thin 
and caſt ſtrong Temptations. in their way, to quit their Ins tk 
Duty and follow: their Intereſt ; to make Shipwrack of Mats, 
a. Good Conſcience, that they may dave their Eſtates las te 
and provide for their Temporal Concerns. Or WG. This 

| few have the Conſtancy and-Refignation, to leave all Nor. 
for Conſcience-ſake, yet the Care of Self-Preſervation, Nun 
and the ill Circumftances of a Fugitive Condition leave aer) 

2 Man but little Leiſure and Compoſure of Mind for the I. 7 
ne 


Regular Exerciſe of Devotion. And in Ti 
guar Exerciſe 2tion. . And perhaps in Times of 
5 and Confuſion, thoſe that would Otherwiſe — gee 
ived agreeably ro the Rules of Godlineſs and Honeſty, Wl" 
| of * 2. may 
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ay be perſuaded by Numbers of III Examples, to follow 
i Multitude to do evil too. HAI 
How great Reaſon therefore, have We of This Nation 


to Adore and Magnify the Divine Goodneſs, for the 


peace and Security we enjoy, under the Happy Influen- 
ces of an Excellent Government; which makes it one 
main part of its Care to Protect, and Tranſmit to Po- 
terity, the pure Worſhip of God, in ſuch a Well-conſti- 
tted Church as that whereof we are Members? A 


Church which our. moſt Gracious Sovereign ſtudies as 
yell to ſuppott by Her Power, as 7 — by Her ſhining. 

LON... | up our Prayers 
to God for his Bleſſing upon Her Government with due 


iety and Devotion. And if we offer 
dincerity and Devotion, and our Praiſes for the many 
Advantages of Her Glorious Reign over us; I hope we 
may all, without the leaſt Jealouſy or Diſtruſt, enjoy the 
benefits of Peace and Piety in that Church, which the 
Law. hath happily Eſtabliſh'd, and our Governors will 
continue to Support, againſt the Power and Malice of 
il our Enemies. For to ſpeak my Thoughts Freely, as 
think it my Duty upon This Occaſion, notwithſtand- 


ng the Clamours of Some, and the more reſerv'd Mur- 
urs of Others, I cannot imagine what Reaſon any one 
las to fancy the Eſtabliſhed Church in more Danger in 
This or the Preceding Reign, than in others that went 


before; or what Ground there is to Imagine, that it is. 
not now in a much Safer Condition, than ever it was for- 
nerly, by the Advantages it has Receiv'd from theſe ve- 
„„ SE o© -: Es Firs it 

Indeed were Proteſtants of different Perſuaſions, ſet: 


together by the Ears, that our moſt Formidable Ene- 


mes the Papiſts might enjoy the Benefit of their mu- 
al Contentions: Were Arbitrary Commiſſions for Ec- 
kg C 2 cleſiaſtical 


— — — 
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clefiaſtical Affairs, given out under the Great Seal, to 
deal with our Liberties and Properties by the Law of 
Will and Pleafure: Were Mandamus's ſent us at every Ne * 
Turn, to fuperſede our Right of Free Elections: Were M1197» | 
Proteſtants Difarm'd, and Papiſts Arm'd and Employ'd : Ne 7 
Were the Princes we ſpeak avow d Papiſts, or too fa. el i 
vourably Inclind to them, or the Crown ſettled by fea 
Law upon thofe that were ſuch : If theſe Things were . 
ſo, All Wiſe Men would think we had Reaſon to Suſpea . III 
and Comphin. But when all thefe Grievances are remo- before 
ved by Law, which has ſet ſo many New Guards and i VE 
Fences about our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution. When Cler- 
gymen meet with all due Protection and. Encourage- 
ment 'when they Sue for their juſt Rights; When they 


are Countenanced not only by the Favour, but the Ge. If 
nerous Bounty too, of our moſt Gracious. Sovereign, altea 
(which we alt know, and ought with all Thankfulne(s WM 2 u 
to Acknowledge :-) When the Crown is ſecured to Pro Ii, a 
teſtant Succeſſors, who are alſo bound to Swear, They beha 
will, to the utmoſt of their Power, Maintain the Church and 
by Law Eftablifi'd' : What Ground can there be left ei Def 
ther of Complaint or Suſpicion? Indeed if People arc Obl 
reſolv'd to be Afraid where no Feat is; or maintain ſuch I Off 
Paradoxes as theſe, That a Reform'd Church can be Sa- G0: 
fer under a Poptſh than a Proteſtant Prince: If they bly 
will till fancy themſelves in Danger, as long as Diſſen 15 


ters are allow'e to breathe the Common Air with them, | 
and ſhare im the Commot Benefits of Liberty, Protecti- Re 
on, and a free Exerciſe of their Religion: In ſhort, it Th 
they. wont think themſelves Safe, *unlels every Thing be the 
done to Their Minds, unlefs They may recommend Pr. be 


y Counbellors and Miniſters of State; that is, in plain 0 
Egliſb, till they can Govern” their Governors ; tis to 
844 2 Fs - - no 


elgn, 
Uneſs 
Pro 
They 
lurch 
ft ei- 
> are 
ſuch 
> I4- 
they 
ſſen— 
hem, 
ecti- 
rt, if 
g be 
Pri- 
plain 
s to 

no 
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10 purpoſe to Endeavour their Satisfaction; their Com- 
gaints muſt be as Endleſs as they are Unreaſonable. If 
they will not /ead a Quiet and Peaceable Life when they 
may, nor enjoy the Means of Godlineſs and Honeſty when 
they are offer d them, they may thank themſelves for their 
gefufal of thoſe Bleſſings which their Governors have ſo 
ectually Provided for them. | 


III. I come now in the Third and Laſt Place, to lay 
before you the Religious Motive we have to a due Dif- 
charge of the Duty I have been Recommending, laid 
down by the Apoſtle in theſe Words ; For this is Good 
and Acceptable in the ſight of God our Saviour. 


If the Performance of a Duty, which ( as we have 
already ſeen ) both Gratitude and Intereſt Recommend 
to us, be, befides all this, ſo Good in the fight of God: 
If, at the ſame time that we Pray and give Thanks in 
behalf of our Governors, we Perform a moſt pleaſing 
and acceptable Service to the Almighty ; can we yet 
Defire any farther Inducements to act agreeably to ſuch 
Obligations 2 We may be moſt aſſured, that all Acts and 
Offices of Religion are Gdod and Acceptable to that 
God who has Commanded them; and we may proba- 
bly Conclade, that thoſe we are now ſpeaking, of, are 
More than Ordinarily ſo, on account of this Poſitive 
and; Particular Declaration. Indeed were there no ex- 
prefs Command given us in Scripture to Pray and give 
Thanks for Princes, yet the miglity Intereſt we have in 
their Preſervation, and the many Benefits they procure 
for us, would ftrialy Demand ,of us this moſt reaſonable 
Return of Piety and Gratitude : How much more then, 
when God has poſitively Commanded, and his Church 

x conti- 
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continually Practiſed it? When, he has made it, in 
great Meaſure, the Condition of his Favour, in givin 
us by Their Means the Ineſtimable Bleſſings of a Quie 
and Religious Life? This appears the more Reaſonabl. 
upon This Account too, Becauſe Princes are, by the; 
Neceſſary and Publick Cares for the Commonyealt] 
frequently hinder'd from a regular charge of; the Of 
fices of Devotion themſelves. They cannot attend up 
on the Lord with that Freedom from DiſtraCtions, whic! 
a more private Station has the Advantage of. And it 
is, methinks, molt highly Unjuſt to deny them the Be 
nefit of our Supplications, which they by their reſtle{ 
Labours and Anxious Solicitude, procure us Leiſure and 
Opportunity, duly and regularly to offer up. This 
certainly is an eaſy Requital for all their Troubles and 
Dangers, and a ſufficient Motive, (if there were no 
other,) to our offering up this moſt Reaſonable Ser- 
vice. 3 1115 
The Reaſons and Obligations of our Thankfulneſs to 
God for Princes and Rulers, being the ſame with thoſe 
that Recommend them to our Prayers, and accordingly 
join'd with them in the Text, makg it leſs neceſſary to 
Inſiſt ſeparately upon that Duty. For which Reaſon 
I have hitherto ſaid but little of That in Particular, Re- 
ſerving it as an Application to our Selves and our Preſent 
M oh. ki No | 

The peculiar Bleſſings We of This Nation enjoy, un- 
der the Wiſe and Succeſsful Government of our Glori- 
ous Queen, are More than Common Obligations, to pay 
the juſt Tribute of our real Thankfulneſs, for this re- 
markable Inſtance of God's Favour and Loving-kindneſs 
to us. Her Virtues and conſtant Watchfulneſs for the 
Publick Good are-ſuch, and her truly Parental Care 5 

Erl "ij 
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% 
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the Eaſe and Welfare of all Her People ſo Conſpicuous; 

. Wihat We, as much as any Nation under Heaven, have 

Quic Reaſon to Own and Profeſs, in the Words of Hiram to 

! Solomon ; Becauſe the Lord hath loved his People, he hath 

ade Her Queen over them: And to add with him, Bleſ* 1 Kingss.v », 


Je ſed he the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath given us a Princeſs 6 OO 2. 
he Of N with Wiſdom and Underſtanding to govern this Great 
Id 1 WH! £0P46- K | 
ne, doch is Her Prudence in the Adminiſtration of the 
And i Publick, that She wiſely Endeavours, by kind and gen- 
ie Be tle Methods, to unite. all Her Subjects in Obedience to 
ellleß Her, and mutual Charity to each other. Such Her Ju- 
e ang dicious Choice of Her Miniſters, that our Afairs abroad 
This un with a greater Current of Succeſs, than Former A- 
s and es have Known, or Future will perhaps Believe; ſo that 
re nollerery Year produces New Triumphs, and New Matter 


of Joy and Wonder. Such is Her Frugality and Love 
of Her People, that She parts with a large Share of Her 
own. Income, to eaſe Their neceſſary Burthens, Such 


it 95 in brief is Her Piety as a Chriſtian, and Her Wiſdom 
Ry and Felicity as a Sovereign, that She Highly Deſerves 
| 1 the Thanks and Imitation of This, and the Praiſes and 
ion Admiration.of all Succeeding Ages. And ſeeing under 
| Re. Her Victorious and Auſpicious Reign, we enjoy ſo much 


Happineſs and Proſperity, tis no Wonder if we Bleſs the 
Day when She firft Aſſumed the Royal Dignity ; and 
Thus: Publickly Aſſemble together, to Praiſe the Good- 
neſs of God to us, in ſetting Her upon the Throne of 
Her Anceſtors, by whom the Good of this Nation is fo 


720 ſncerely Deſigned, and ſo effectually Promoted. This 
neſs Ia Duty which comes recommended to us by the Com. 
the mands of our Superiors, the Motives of Gratitude, the 
"Tor Gracious: Acceptance At wall meet with at the Hands 


of 
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of God, and the immediate Tendency it has, in the 
Judgment of the bleſſed Apoſtle towards the pro 
curing us, a Quiet ani Peaceable, an Honeſt and a Godl 
| Pat if theſe Things be ſo ; if we are fo indiſpenſb/ 
obliged to Pray and Give Thanks for our Gracious $0 
vereign, and all that are in Authority, upon fo man 
Accounts; How great is their Ingratitude, how Diſplea 
ſing to Almighty God is their Practice, who are conti 
mally Murmuring, and Surmizing ſome evil Thing o 
other, as if it were Hatching againſt, and juſt Ready te 
fall upon them? Who though they enjoy an uninter 
rupted Quiet, Repoſe and Plenty, and have their Share 
in the favourable Influences of a Juſt and Bountiful So 
vereign, are however continually bewailing their For 5 
lorn Eſtate, and Fancying T know not what TmpendingM” it 
Dangers. Who ſeem to be in mighty Fears for the Safe e 
ty both of Church and State, though there be no greif 
Occaſion to doubt of the Profperity of either, unleſs 
the Untoward, Diſaffected Members of Both put the 
in Danger. Who feem to be but little affected with any 
Good Succeſs, and yet open their Mouths Wide whe 
there is any Ill -Succefs or Ill Management; ( whic! 
Bleſſed be God is but ſeldom.) Who make no Con 
ſcience of Traducing their Governors, Leſs'ning thei 
juſt Authority, Rendring them Suſpected, Odious, 0! 
Contemptible, and thereby Weak ning the very Sinew: 
of the Government it felf, This, Lam fure, is a ve 
Odd ſort of Paſſive Obedience. And ſhould God in hit 
Wrath ſuffer David's Curſe to fall upon them, 3 ſertin 
bal 1% 4 Ongodly Man to Rule over them, with Satan ſtunding a 
bis Right Hand; they muſt own the Juſtiee of his Judy 
ments in it, and Confels, that their on Impiety and " 
„ i gratitu : 
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mititude in Defpiling, and sicher Fooliſhly or Malictoifly 

peaking Evil of the moſt Excelſent Governor and Go- 
ernment, have highly Deſetved ſuch a Chaſtifement at 
is Hands. Would all Men, inſtead of theſe fatal Mur- 


hey all Unite, in Humble Obedience to God, in Loyal 
and Affection to Her. Majeſty, and in Brotherly Love 


W nd Charity One towards Another, (which it is. Impoſ- 
ady tc ible for them to do, who, with Solomon s Madman, 1 | 
nimter Continually caſting Firebrands, Arrows, and Death, tiff“ 
Shan bey Return to a better Mind,) we might all reſt ſatiſ- 
ul fed in the preſent Happineſs we Enjoy, and the Pro- 
Fo ions that are made for our Future Security. And, 


n the mean time, Let us Beſeech Almighty God, with 


ding mited Hearts and Voices (in the Words of the Dedi- 
g ation to our late Incomparable Hiſtorian, ) 

the That he would give Her Majelty à diſcerning Spi- 
h any *rit, a wife and underſtanding Heart, to Judge aright 


* of all Things that belong to Her Peace: That he 
* would enable Her to ſubdue Her Enemies Abroad by 
* Succeſsful Counſels and Arms, and to reduce Her 111- 
* willers at Home, by prudent Laws adminiſtred with 


. the Meekneſs of Wiſdom: That he would give Her 
inen Length of Days in one Hand, and Riches and Honour 
ver in the other: That She, in Her Days, may have the 
in hi Glory to reſtore Good-Nature, (for which the Eng- 
ein i Nation was formerly ſo celebrated, ) and Good 


* Manners, as well as the ſincere Profeſſion and univer- 
Judo * ſal Practice of the True Religion in Her Kingdoms: 
And chat his Almighty Power-may defend Her wit 
itudd his favourable Kindneſs as _ a Shield, OR En 
Her 


aum, Complaints, and Oppoſitions, uch. to le Quiet, 1 TheT. 4 
0 elo heir dun Buſineſs, in their oon Stations: Would“ 11. 
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„Her Aidverfaries' of Every Kio” Let theſe. be, 
Zealous, Conſtant, -and-Devout Prayers, of callSthe 
Thouſands of our Arael. Aud may tha Almighty Lord 
_ _ of Heaven and Earth, bear from! Heaven his Divelling. 
ace athl«Forgive,and Do; Agcording to the Hrayer c 
| i People g that Peace, und Truth, and Pfety, «may; 
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